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Fenlanders Editors Preamble  
The end of February proved to be a week of contrasts.  

 
On 21st we had the fabulous Winter Ball. A great evening at Ufford Park. Thanks to all those involved in the arrangements. It 

may not have escaped the notice of those who attended that the advertised entertainments were not there.  Firstly the band, the 
Curves, did not appear due to the lead singer having a burst eardrum, and unable to play on medical advice. Secondly the  

caricaturist Joe had a dodgy stomach, so also had to pull out. 
 

But trust the Fennies not to let its members down. A replacement band ‘Beats Working’ appeared to provide the music and  
dancing opportunities after the meal, mainly to 60’s tunes. And the surprise of the evening [except to Neily B, Ali and Lindz] was 

Malcolm Milton, the memory man. How he remembered who we all were, what we looked like and where we were sitting – all 
without a table plan – was amazing and highly entertaining. I believe some even thought he might be a long lost Chapter  

member.  
 

As in previous years a number of our party had to keep the bar staff up as late as possible, this time downing tequila shots. 
Some never made it to Sunday morning breakfast, allegedly because they were suffering from a lime allergy! 

 

Only a week later, on 28th February, the winter ball had given way to the start of the riding season. Chapter Challenge sign up 
day at Black Bear. Lots of members popping in during the course of the day. 23 signed up for the Chapter Challenge and 4 new 

members as well. Shrek has taken charge of the mileage forms this year, so if you have not signed up – watch out – he will be 
after you. Snacks supplied by the dealership on offer all day and I even bought myself a new bike. Watch out for a 2015 reg. 

Heritage in two tone charcoal pearl and brilliant silver pearl sometime in March. 
 

Then we had another glorious, though slightly windy, riding day for the Chapter meeting on Sunday 1st March. It looked like a 
bike club again, with several parked up outside the pub at Mundford. Talk was of planned  

rideouts, forthcoming events including the Dark Custom days at Black Bear and Norwich,  
and the Cider Rally just over a month away.  

 
The new members section of the meeting was pretty busy too, with one new ‘new member’ Paul,  

and several other existing new members who had not yet stood on the chair taking the opportunity 
to do so. 

 

It feels like the season has started, so ride safe.      Mike 
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From the Directors chair 

Well dear reader here we are and we've just had the spring solstice and an eclipse which as 

all of you astrologists know is great news if you're born in late February as I was !  
 

Well I seem to have had nothing but great things happen to me lately. Now I'm a realist who  
believes that we make our own luck generally, but plainly the stars are out of alignment with 

'Uranus ' finally and life is great again ! Add to that the days are now longer than the nights, 
the trees are blossoming, the daffodils are blooming so for me the best part of every year is 

here... The riding season !!!!  
 

Both my Ultra and Fat Boy are at Black Bear being serviced and minted up in readiness and I 
can't wait to hear them rumble and get my knees in the breeze.  

 
We have a great programme of rides and events so come on Fenlanders ... Let's Ride ! 

 
Another great piece of news just in ... We have sold a record number of tickets already for 

this time of year far outdoing anything we've done before. That's not luck, it's design and 

hard work and planning and the Fenlanders volunteering and pulling together to put on one 
of the best long weekends on the HOG calendar. When friends both old and new come from all over to party with us. And that's a 

great thing too! 
 

Look after yourselves and each other. 
 

See you all soon. 
 

Evel K'Neil 



NO PUN IN TEN DID   

There was a man who entered a local paper's pun contest. He sent in ten different puns, in the hope that at least one of the puns would win. 

Unfortunately, no pun in ten did. 
 

What did the buffalo say to his son when he left for college?        Bison. 
 
A bacteria walked into a bar and the bartender said, 'We don't serve bacteria here.' The bacteria said, 'But I work here. I'm staph.' 

 
A piece of string walk into to a bar. He orders and the bartender throws him out and yells "I don't serve strings in this bar!"  

So he goes out into the alley and rolls and thrashes around and roughs himself up. He's falling apart and looks like hell. Then he goes back in 
and orders.  
The bartender shouts, "Hey, aren't you that piece of string from earlier?" The string says, "No, I'm a frayed knot..." 

 
Two hydrogen atoms meet. One says, "I've lost my electron." The other says "Are you sure?" The first replies, "Yes, I’m positive." 

 
A neutron walked into a bar and said "I’d like a beer, please." After the bartender gave him one, he said "How much will that be?" 
"For you?" said the bartender "No charge." 

 
A mushroom walks into a bar and offers to buy a round of drinks for everyone in the house. The bartender asks why, and he says no reason, 

I'm just a fungi. 
 

Singing in the shower is all fun and games until you get shampoo in your mouth, then it just becomes a soap opera. 
 
A farmer in the field with his cows counted 196 of them, but when he rounded them up he had 200. 

 
It’s hard to explain puns to kleptomaniacs because they always take things, literally. 

 
The midget fortune teller who kills his customers is a small medium at large. 
 

What’s the best part about living in Switzerland?         Not sure, but the flag is a big plus. 
 

I started a band called 999 Megabytes — we haven’t gotten a gig yet. 
 
I thought I saw an eye doctor on an Alaskan island, but it turned out to be an optical Aleutian. 



The Black Bear Bit  

Hi All,  

 
Sharon and I had a fantastic time at the winter ball, It took me a couple of 

minutes to realise the Mr Memory wasn’t a chapter member, though the 
blood was an added extra that was ott!. It was great to see so many old  

faces from times gone by. We were a little nervous as we left Emma, Jessica 
and Samantha on their own for the first time, now Emma has turned 16, but 

our concerns were unfounded as they had a great night without Mum and 
Dad which we are really pleased about as it means we can get out to even 

more events than we were planning to over the riding season! 
 

The accounts are all in order and Dick and I continue to update monthly, 
you’ll be pleased to know my spreadsheet and Dick’s abacus are aligned and 

we have plenty of funds to arrange what will be the best East of  
England Rally ever, hope you have your tickets already! 

 

http://www.fenlandershog.com/Documents/RallyBookingForm.pdf  
 

We’ve now got a large box trailer at the shop and will also be providing technical support (Jon, our senior tech) at the  
Rally. The trailer will follow the ride out “just in case”. We’ll also have a decent sized marquee on the rally site plus the 

“shop” at Sheringham. The trailer could also be used for any large ride we do. I did this years ago with Essex chapter down 
to Portugal carrying 30 or so bags, spare bike and bits. It’s there to be used so if you have any suggestions let me know. 

Meanwhile, back at Newmarket we have doubled our new bike registrations over March last year plus we are well in front on 
used bike sales too. Each new bike customer gets 1 year HOG UK membership and has also been introduced to the chapter 

via the notice board are in the HOG lounge. So far I know of six new members to the chapter. It works really well if we have 
other chapter members in the shop at the same time so we can introduce both parties, so, if you at the shop and we come 

up to introduce a stranger be prepared to sell the virtues of the chapter. 
 

For those IT techie’s amongst you, Roger has set up a Google Calendar. You can access it via the Fenlanders website and 
there is a button at the bottom of the calendar to add it to your Outlook/Google or any other calendar you use. This is  

really useful, I have it on mine and I can see all rides and events that are coming up, the calendar link is below, give it a 

go….. 
 

http://www.fenlandershog.com/Calendar.aspx 

http://www.fenlandershog.com/Documents/RallyBookingForm.pdf
http://www.fenlandershog.com/Calendar.aspx


The new website momentum is building. We have had a 

few companies come back to us with prices and have 
asked one in particular to run up a “demo2 version so we 

can see what it will look like. It will handle all of the  
integration that we have specified and not cost the earth 

to set up and crucially operate/update going forward,  
more news soon! 

 
We have around 40 entrants for the Chapter Mileage  

Challenge. It’s still not too late to enrol and it is easy. Turn 
up on your bike at Newmarket or the Sunday meeting and 

I’ll do the rest for you. Or you can download a form and 
complete yourself, remember, the highest mileage  

individual wins a service valued up to £500 at BB 
 

http://hogeuropegallery.co.uk/benefits/chapter-challenge/  

 
Anyway, that’s about all for now. Looking forward to  

getting out on the rides…. Hopefully the yellow thing will 
be out very soon! 

 
Ride Safe 

 

Garry 
 

07434 700779 garry@blackbear.co.uk  

http://hogeuropegallery.co.uk/benefits/chapter-challenge/
mailto:garry@blackbear.co.uk


The Black Bear Bit  

Hi All, 

 
Well what can I say - March is here already, and wow what a start to the new season. We’ve had that big orangey yellow 

thing in the sky make an appearance last Saturday, it was like a spring day. It was great to see the chapter and many 
new people come in and our supply of doughnuts and cookies didn’t make it past 11.00am, so looks like I’m going to have 

to up the number. Which brings me to the previous Saturday the chapter mileage sign up day. We have had over 40  
entrants so far and it was great to see you. The day was blessed with some reasonable weather and Shrek helped us out 

tremendously with the forms and we also enrolled some new members.  
 

The new chapter area is proving a success we’ve changed things around a bit and the merchandise cabinet looks fab, 
thanks Ali and Linz for getting that sorted. Lots of Fenlanders goodies are now available so next time you are in, have a 

look at what we’ve done so far, but we haven’t finished yet! 
  

On to shop news and we have had some impressive new products, from Fibre Jet FXRG ¾ helmet, picnic foldable chairs, 
ponchos, lanyards, hoodies and lots more, and also new last week Screamin Eagle Sportster Pipes are back. Check ‘em 

out on our Facebook page or even better pop in for cuppa and the parts team will show you. If you want to hear and feel 

them, we’ll have a set on our demo very shortly. 
 

As the season gets underway you may want to spruce up your ride. We have a full range of new cleaning products on the 
shelves. Thought I would mention this because as I was walking through the shop the other day there are some quite  

natty cleaning tools that might come in useful to keep your bike gleaming. 
 

By the time you read this we will have had our first event of the year at the shop, the Dark custom show. But there will be 
other events throughout the season and so keep an eye on the website and the new wipe board in the HOG area. 

  
So that’s it for now, hope to see you soon 

 
 

Safe riding  

 

Ricardo 
 



 

Blast from the  
Fenlanders Past ! 
[from 2005] 

courtesy of our 
Historian 
Terry Hardy 
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Terry Hardy 



Roger Stearn, Senior Road Captain, Fenlanders HOG 

41 Brampton Road, Cambridge, CB1 3HJ 

Tel. 01223 245277, e-mail: rogerstearn@gmail.com 

Ride Outs for March/April 
 

This month is busier than most March’s I can remember.   

We have two Dark Custom Days at Black Bear Newmarket & Norwich that we are supporting.  

These events will integrate with the Cambridge/Central regional for the Newmarket event and the Suffolk regional for the  

Norwich event.  Meeting times below: 

 

Saturday 21
st
 March – Dark Custom Day at Black Bear – Newmarket 

 
 

Saturday 28
th
 March - Dark Custom Day at Black Bear – Norwich 

 

 
 

April sees the regional rides returning to their usual formats with the monthly club ride being hosted by Kevin “Chewy” Hall on Sunday 19
th
 April,  

meeting up at Ely Services on the A 142 at 1045hrs for a 1100hrs departure.  Further information for this event will be posted on the club website and 
featured elsewhere in this newsletter.   
 
Regards 
Roger Stearn 
Senior Road Captain 

 Norfolk - Morrisons, Fakenham 0930/0945    

Suffolk - Beacon Hill 1030/1045                                                

Iceni - Norwich HD - 1030/1045                                   

Cambs/ Central -  Walkers  1145/Noon                                  

All groups to rendevous at Walkers         

Norfolk -  Morrisons, Fakenham 1045/1100                   

Cambs -  Black Bear HD  1000/1015                    

Central -  Walkers  1045/1100                                                         

Suffolk - Beacon hill 1030/1045                                                  

Iceni - Thickthorn 1145/Noon                                  

All groups to rendevous at Thickthorn



Roger Stearn, Chapter Safety Officer, Fenlanders HOG 

41 Brampton Road, Cambridge, CB1 3HJ 

Tel. 01223 245277, e-mail: rogerstearn@gmail.com 

Club Safety Handbook 
 
I have finalised the latest version of our Club Handbook which is now with Black Bear for printing.  It will also be available  
as a PDF file on the website.  I know we’ve been short of these for some time now and the old Handbook was getting quite  
out of date in it’s principal points.  This handbook is based on the HOG Road Captain’s training course notes and is adapted  
accordingly for Chapter Members.  I would recommend all Club Members read this new Handbook as it is vastly superior  
and quite technically different.  
 
 
Forthcoming Group Riding Training Days – Saturday 11

th
 April 

 
Meet at Black Bear 1030hrs for 1100hrs departure. 
 
Overview 
 
As a club, we have run New Members Ride-Out Training for several years.  We found that it was beneficial for new members to learn in their own 
peer group and to not be under any pressure from more experienced, longer term members.  Our aim is to teach you the fundamentals of group  
riding and learn the principles of 2

nd
 man drop, staggered formation riding, group overtaking and other observations.  All of these points are explained 

in the club’s safety handbook which should be read and understood before you join us for a training session. 
 
The day starts with tea/coffee at the shop followed by a pre-ride briefing in the car park.  We then depart on a cross country route lasting  
approximately 80 minutes, arriving at The Comfort Café, for a de-brief and Lunch.  We then have a quick ride down the A11 back to Newmarket and 
the shop.  
 
If you are not a new member but haven’t been out with us you are more than welcome to join us. Please ensure you’ve read the Club Safety Book 
beforehand.  So, do come out and enjoy learning group riding in a controlled environment, with none of the pressures that a Club Ride can have, if 
you don’t know what you’re doing! 
 
 
Regards 
Roger Stearn 
Safety Officer 



Aprils Chapter Ride Out 

 

Well here we are, its the middle of March and I am putting the final touches to the Chapter ride out on Sunday 19th April. I have covered a lot of 
miles checking this one out, so I hope it does not disappoint. 
 
After a quick chat with our Head Road Captain, we thought it best to make the meeting point for the start of the ride Ely services. Each Road  
Captain if they wish, can make thier own arrangements to ride in to here. 
 
We will then have a run through parts of Cambridgeshire in to Bedfordshire and then stopping for lunch at Old Warden airfield, home of the  
Shuttleworth Collection and the Swiss Garden. For those who don’t know, the Shuttleworth Collection is a vintage aircraft museum where they also 
fly the aircraft. If you are the gardening type the Swiss Garden is worth a visit (check out website). 
 
Leaving there, we will take A and B roads back in to Hertfordshire where we pick up the A505 and head back towards Newmarket. I am aware that 
riders may wish to leave the ride and make their own way home at this point 
 
I still have to do a final ride through, so timings for meet and start will be posted on the bulletin board nearer the time.  
 
For more information on our lunch stop visit www.shuttleworth.org  
 
Lets hope the weather will be kind to us and we have a good turnout. 
 
 
Kevin Hall  
(Chewy) 
Road Captain South 
 

http://www.shuttleworth.org


March  21st Saturday Open Central & Cambridgeshire Ride Out Local Event Black Bear HD 1030/1100hrs Circular 

March  21st Saturday Open 
Dark Custom Show & Chapter run BBQ Nor-

wich 
Dealer Event 

Norfolk -  Morrisons, Fakenham 
1045/1100                   Cambs -  Black 

Bear HD  1000/1015                    Central 
-  Walkers  1045/1100                                                         

Suffolk - Beacon hill 1030/1045                                                  
Iceni - Thickthorn 1145/Noon                                  

All groups to rendevous at Thickthorn 

Norwich HD 

March  28th Saturday Open Suffolk Regional Ride Out Local Event TBA TBA 

April 3rd Friday Open Norfolk Regional Ride Out Local Event Morrisons - Fakenham Circular 

April 5th Sunday Closed Committee/Monthly Meeting     The Crown, Mundford The Crown 

April  11th Saturday Open Group Riding Training Day 
Learn how to ride safely in a 

large group of bikes 
Black Bear HD 1030/1100hrs Circular 

April 16th Thursday Open Social Night Mundford   The Crown, Mundford The Crown 

April 18th Saturday Open Central & Cambridgeshire Ride Out Local Event Black Bear HD 1030/1100hrs Circular 

April 19th Sunday Closed Monthly Club Ride Out Club ride with Lunch - Full day TBA TBA 

April 25th Saturday Open Suffolk Regional Ride Out Local Event TBA TBA 

May 1st Friday Open Norfolk Regional Ride Out Local Event Morrisons - Fakenham Circular 

May 3rd Sunday Closed Committee/Monthly Meeting     The Crown, Mundford The Crown 

May 10th Sunday Member Monthly Club Ride Out 
Joint Ride with Iceni - Fenland-

ers to run 
TBA TBA 

May 16th Saturday Open Central & Cambridgeshire Ride Out Local Event Black Bear HD 1030/1100hrs Circular 

May 21st Thursday Open Social Night Mundford   The Crown, Mundford The Crown 

May 23rd Saturday Open Poker Run Dealer Event Black Bear/Norwich TBA 

May 30th Saturday Open Suffolk Regional Ride Out Local Event TBA TBA 

2015 Fenlanders Schedule       
Month Date Day of week O/C/M Event Detail Meet Destination 



  

            

 

 

 

 Route 66 Road Trip 
with Mike & Shirley Gooch 

Day 9, and a day off riding – well almost. We have two nights in Santa Fe, staying at the Chimayo Hotel.  A beautiful Mexican style boutique 

hotel, just off the main town plaza. A lovely first floor room with a bedroom and sitting room area. Garage parking underneath, and a well 

stocked bar. No restaurant though, so the first night was a short walk with Bear and Marc to a local eatery, then a walk back round the plaza 

itself. Check out the painted columns on the buildings. 

Chimayo Hotel 

The next morning we were in for a surprise, one of Bears own excursions to a nearby shooting range. 

So many of the group wanted to give it a go that he had two trips that afternoon, about 3 hours apart. 
 

We spent the morning looking round Santa Fe. A lovely little town with lots of nice architecture. Indian traders selling their ware under the 
shop canopies on the footpaths. Lots of shops selling food and clothes. Quite expensive though. We saw one cowboy hat for $5000 – that 
gives you some idea. 

 

Then we were off to the shooting range – hence not quite a whole day away from riding. 



  

            

 

 

 

 Route 66 Road Trip 

Indian Traders 

After looking round the gun shop and a safety briefing we bought our boxes of  

ammunition, picked up our weapons, and went into the range. I was the only one who 
had fired a gun before, so got to use Bears own .45 concealed carry pistol. Shirley got a 

Smith & Wesson .38 special revolver. And we just had to keep going until all the ammo 
was used up. Great fun. 
 

On our return we just relaxed sitting in the town plaza watching the world go by, then 

an evening meal with Marc and out four friends from Australia, before settling down for 

the night. 

Santa Fe Plaza 

Day 10 would take us from Santa Fe to Gallup, the 

true heartland of the native American nation. A ride 
of around 200 miles. 

 

First main stop of the day was actually for lunch, in 

Albuquerque. I lovely restaurant much bigger on 

the inside than it appeared on the outside. And 

then a chance to look around the old town and 

check out some more Mexican style architecture, 

including the local church. 



  

            

 

 

 

  Route 66 Road Trip 
Back on the bikes it was then only a short ride to the Rio Grande. A must see stop off, before heading west again into the wilderness of the  

Navajo homeland. 

Rio Grande 

Our route then took us to Cubero, then Milan and on to the Continental Divide. At an elevation of 7275 feet above sea level, rainfall to the west 

of this point drains into the Pacific Ocean and rainfall to the east into the Atlantic Ocean. Big country! 

Just before nightfall we arrived at El  

Rancho hotel, Gallup. A great hotel with a 
lovely interior. Lots of typical American 

dark wood, a shoeshine seat in the foyer, 
and every room named after a film star. 
We got the Jimmy Stewart room.  

 
As a contrast to the interior of the hotel, 

we were advised to chain our bikes  
together and to something solid as well 
under the front veranda and not to venture 

into town. Apparently some of the locals 
behaviour, particularly if fuelled by drink, 

can be a trifle undesirable. Great place 
though. 

More next month. 



WINTER BALL 2015 

PT. 1 - VICTIMS OF THE MEMORY MAN 

 
I’m Malcolm Milton, 

the Memory Man, 

and I know all  

about YOU 



WINTER BALL 2015 - PT. 2  



WINTER BALL 2015 - PT. 2  
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UPCOMING EVENTS 



 

MEMBERSHIP OFFICER  
 

Ali Crane 
membership@fenlandershog.com 

07899 700706 

Newest new member 

Paul Harris 
 

Paul rides a softail 
deluxe and is a builder 

by trade 
 

His other half,  
Rosemary Roberts, was 

not present for a photo 

Kevin & Yvette Hall 

finally ‘on the chair’ 

John Collins & Vanessa Thomson 

finally ‘on the chair’ 

Susan Dunn, wife of 

Mark who appeared 
last month 



 

Take a look at the Chapter merchandise cabinet at Black Bear! On  

display are patches, pins, a great range of Barty themed Hoodies and neck 

tubes as well as T-shirts from previous Rallies. All items available to order 

from Ali by emailing lohali@fenlandershog.com. 

There is also a Chapter information folder with copies of newsletters, an 

updated notice board and a range of Chapter forms as well as lots of other 

HOG information. 



THE LAST WORD 

 

I’ve come to cha l lenge Bod in the b ike show  


