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From the Directors chair 

Hello again everyone.  
 
Well last weekend saw the AGM and 27 years of continuing service since the Fenlanders Chapter formation on the committee which I am 
very proud to serve. This season my goal is to bring such a large chapter together as more than just members but as friends with more  
social events and a warm welcome to all new members. If you have any ideas for winter activities or get togethers please feel free to bring 
them to me and we will do our best to plan something for everyone to enjoy. 
 
Between now and Christmas we have the three annual regional parties that any member is free to attend irrespective of where you are from.  
 
Thank you for your votes back in June for my Ultra to make the 2018 calendar. I love the fact that it’s April and the  
beginning of spring. I will be signing them at Newmarket HD on Saturday 18th at the road captains meeting. 
Again please send in your suggestions for destinations or routes that you’d like to ride together as the Chapter. 
 
As always take care of yourselves and each other. 
 
Warmest Regards  
 

Neily B 



Presentations at the AGM 



Dealer Principal & Treasurers Report 

Hi All,  
 
Great to see so many of you at the recent AGM, which I think was one of the best ones I have ever attended. For the first year I 

can remember every member of the Committee is standing for another year and I would like to thank each and every one of them 

for their hard work and dedication during 2017. Remember these guys do what they do for free, for the good of the chapter. They 

put countless hours and money into making the Fenlanders HOG Chapter one of the biggest and busiest chapter in the UK, so 

please join with me and say a massive thank you! 

 

Our membership is growing year on year and for me one of the best things is to see so many new members helping out, whether it 

be a BBQ at the dealership, helping at the Rally or contributing to a Ride-Out. This is fantastic and I would like to thank everyone 

who has taken part this year. If you would like to get involved please see any of the Committee or Road Crew, their details are on 

the website… The more the merrier! 

 

Don’t forget that the 2018 Ride Survey is still open. If you haven’t yet taken the time to complete, please do, it only takes five 

minutes or so and can be found here https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/X8WGJFJ  

 

Looking at 2018, we will use the results of the above survey and we have the Road Crew planning meeting coming up. If you can’t 

get to complete the survey and would like some input, the Road Crew will be meeting on Saturday 18th November at 10.00am in the 

HOG Lounge at Newmarket H-D to take any of your suggestions on-board. The Road Crew will then go into their meeting and begin 

to plan the 2018 ride schedule. Once we have the bare bones we will populate the Google Calendar with the dates (you will be able 

to scroll forward on the website calendar and we will also produce in the Newsletter.) The Road Crew will then meet in February to 

finalise the rides for 2018, at which point in addition to the above, we’ll post into Facebook etc. 

 

As I said during my Treasurers presentation, we are in a good place from the accounts point of view, finishing up with a net £564 

increase over the same time last year. This is a great achievement as we have donated £9,800 to our nominated charities over the 

past year, and we also have a £3,000 refund that Ali and Lindz sorted for the glamping tents that let us down during the heavy rain 

at this years rally. We will of course be re-investing this into new gear for the upcoming 2018 Fenlanders HOG East of England  

Rally!  

 

 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/X8WGJFJ#_blank


One very special mention at this point goes to Dick for helping with the accounts. In fairness, Dick actually takes on the lions 

share of the work and I very much appreciate his time and efforts in doing so. Remember, we always produce an overview of the  

accounts at each Committee meeting and the minutes from these meetings can be found on the website under the members  

section. Of course you can see the full accounts at any time by popping in to Newmarket to see me, or catch me at any of the 

meetings and I’d be glad to run through them with you.  

 

From a Dealership perspective 2017 was outstanding. We continue to be number one in new bike sales across the H-D BUN region 

(UK, Belgium, Netherlands and Luxembourg) and we retain our number nine spot in the whole of Europe, Middle East and Africa. 

We are very proud of this and I’d like to thank you for your continued support of our team and the dealership, I’m extremely 

proud of our strong relationship, you make us what we are  

 

Events at the shop for 2018 will include an Open House in March, a couple of Poker Runs, our now famous Birthday Party and lots 

more. If you can think of anything we could or should be doing, please give me a call, we’re up for most things! Once I have the 

schedule, I’ll put together a draft and produce as soon as I can. Prague is going to be great too. We will have a bag carrying  

service to make your riding more enjoyable, for more details please see me. 

 

The New Softail range has grown already. It now consists of nine bikes with the most recent being the Sport Glide which may well 

suit those wanting a lighter Tourer (think Convertible from a few years ago) - more details here http://www.lindhd.co.uk/pages/

community/news-and-events/introducing-the-all-new-harley-davidson-sport-glide.htm   

 

Our 20% OFF Labour Rate Winter Offer has started, so if you would like to take advantage and get your bike serviced,  

accessorised, tunes or upgraded give Andy or Dave a call on 01638 664455 to book your slot. We can even offer 0% on Parts,  

Accessories and Merchandise to ease the pain! 

 

Look out for our “Long Distance Riding” day which we are currently planning. We’ll have a day of presentations that will be  

designed to help your European/Long Distance riding be less hassle, from Sat Nav how to’s, manual alarm overrides (those who 

have ever been stuck at a French petrol station will know what I mean!), best luggage configurations, seats for long runs, basic 

checks before you ride and much more. 

 

Finally, as always, if I can do anything to make your Chapter or Dealership experience better, don’t hesitate 

to call or better still see me at the shop, on rides or at events, see you all out there! 

 

Ride Safe, Garry      
07434 700779            garry@newmarketharley.co.uk or treasurer@fenlandershog.co.uk   



News from Newmarket HD 

Hi All,  

 

We will have had the AGM by the time you read this, and as normal I’ve signed up to 

do another year, as long as Garry will let me. Who would believe I’m into the fourth 

year as your rep. You have been a great Chapter to work with, and I would like to say 

thank you to you all that helped us out during 2017. It would be great to see some 

new faces helping us out with the events in 2018, even if only for an hour orso to help 

with BBQ, catering etc. Trust me it makes a real difference if you can and would be 

greatly appreciated.  

 

Last chance for a great deal on a Sportster if you are in the market for a new ride. H-D UK have extended their offer until 

the end of November for any 17MY Sportster, which now includes the 1200 as well as 883. The offer is, either £500 more for 

more part ex, or £750 of accessories for free, if purchased and taken delivery this November. So please call me for details. 

Meanwhile in the store Yuliya has some great new lines including 115th Anniversary clothing, Guns and Roses and seasonal 

collectibles. You can ask her for more info on her email yuliya@newmarketharley.co.uk. Or simply cby alling and dialling for 

clothing and accessories. 

 

Now then - mileage closure day. This year it will be on the 25th November and we had a great response last year, so the 

gauntlet has been laid down!. What I need on the day are the following details; 

NAME 

HOG NUMBER  

CHASSIS NUMBER (last six as a minimum please) 

END MILEAGE 

Please come down to the shop to verify, but if your bike is laid up now a photo of the speedo will suffice, but obviously the 

details I need above. Remember, there is a prize for the highest mileage individual, top ten and chapter  

on a national basis, plus the shop is offering a prize for the highest mileage Fenlander. 

 

That’s all for now, see you soon! 

 

Ricardo  

mailto:yuliya@newmarketharley.co.uk
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Ride to the Wall by Caroline Nicholls 

Another early start for us. We were meeting the others at 6am. 
As usual I had worked the Friday night, so I got home at 1am 
and as planned I went hubby hugging. We met everyone but this 
time we were only a few minutes late. 
 
Only 5 minutes into the trip Gary was having bike issues. His bike 
seemed to be sluggish. After Brad had removed his waterproof air 
filter cover, we were off again. It was freezing cold, but it did stay 
dry. We had a little stop and a fuel top up just before our meeting 
point number 3 Northampton. 
 
Northampton services was packed, but very well organised, and it 
wasn’t long before we set off. We had a few quick instructions, 
mainly not to bully cars. Unfortunately it was mostly motorway so 
I didn’t get to wave much.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I did wave to the bridge babes. I wanted to wave to one lady in  
particular, a lady called Susan standing on Alrewas Bridge. For the last 
9 RTTW’s she has been there with her husband, but 3 weeks before he 
sadly passed away. She had put on Facebook that her husband would 
have never of forgiven her if she didn’t go and photograph as many 
‘Wallers’ as possible. I gave her a special wave. I felt so touched that 
she still came to wave and show her support.  
 
She gave me my first little tear of the day. 
 
On arrival we saw Blu, he stood there saluting every biker in. It was not 
until later I found out he had saluted everyone. This was a five and a 
half hour salute. He made the ITV news. He said it was his way of  
saying thanks for not forgetting them. He lost his best friend Lance  
Corporal Michael Beswick in Northern Ireland. 

 



I watched the parade 
of the flag bearing 
party. There was just 
so many, bike after 
bike, flag after flag.  
 
The RTTW service 
was incredible, it was 
their 10th  
anniversary.  
 
Martin Dickerson the 
founder of RTTW gave 
a most incredible 
speech and the 
minutes silence was 
unbelievable, with so 
many people, there 
was complete silence, 
not a phone, a sneeze 
or a child’s voice at 
all.  
 
He did add in his prayer may we be free from oil, gravel and dimwit drivers. 
Which did get some giggles and claps. We were all there to pay our respects to all 
the lives lost. To honour the fallen, for all those who made the ultimate  
sacrifice. I have no way I can put this into words to give it the justice it deserves. 
 
When leaving we headed to our bed and breakfast. We were all split up (booked 
too late). So we got a good night’s sleep. Then after breakfast we headed to 
Mundford for our monthly meet. 
 
For all you RTTW virgins or the ones who have been unable to attend for a few 
years, there are now 11 start points. Ours was route 3 Northampton services. We 
departed there at 9AM. Every route time was staggered, so there was no manic 
mess upon  
arrival. Our route had a toll which was free for us.  
 
The wall is a 43 metre diameter stone structure with two curved walls and two 
straight walls. It shows the sacrifice made by the 16,000+ service men and  
women whose names are engraved upon it. It’s a heart wrenching experience 
which I hope to do again. 

 



Ponderable Imponderables 

 If you take an Oriental person and spin him around several times, does he become disoriented? 

 If people from Poland are called Poles, why aren't people from Holland called Holes? 

 Do infants enjoy infancy as much as adults enjoy adultery? 

 If a pig loses its voice, is it disgruntled? 

 If love is blind, why is lingerie so popular? 

 Why is the man who invests all your money called a broker? 

 When cheese gets its picture taken, what does it say? 

 Why is a person who plays the piano called a pianist but a person who drives a racing car not called a racist? 

 Why are a wise man and a wise guy opposites? 

 Why do overlook and oversee mean opposite things? 

 Why isn't the number 11 pronounced onety one? 

 'I am' is reportedly the shortest sentence in the English language. Could it be that 'I do' is the longest sentence? 

 Isn't making a smoking section in a restaurant like making a peeing section in a swimming pool? 

 If 4 out of 5 people suffer from diarrhoea, does that mean that one enjoys it? 

 Why if you send something by road it is called a shipment, but when you send it by sea it is called cargo?  

 You never really learn to swear until you learn to drive. 

 No one ever says, 'It's only a game' when their team is winning. 



2018 SOFTAILS - the story of 3 headlights 

OK, so what’s new ?………….  
 
Everything but the name.  
 
So it’s lighter, has a new 
frame, engine, rear shock 
position, new forks, lower 
centre of gravity, more 
ground clearance, a shorter 
side stand, keyless ignition 
and the list goes on. 
 
Right let’s get this out of the 
way, the side stand. A new short one has been used. This sits the bike in a 
more upright position, meaning that when you pull the bike off the side stand 
it feels lighter, and it works, the bikes all feel instantly lighter. 
 
But back to the side stand. This now as per the current Sportsters, does have 

a habit of bouncing back towards the folded position. OK so the solution is simple, push down the side stand, place your foot on 
the stand whilst it is on the ground and then pull the bike back as you lean it over. I am sure it is just a matter of getting used to 
it and in time it will become second nature, I guess we are all used to the long throw of the old side stand. 
 
Right that’s that out of the way. Now I could go on about the new stuff, but let’s face it we all want to know what they ride like, 
so here goes. 

Street Bob 
Probably the most familiar looking of the lot, it keeps the  
traditional lines so it instantly feels comfortable. Sitting on it - 
gone is the ignition switch. Now all you do is turn the kill 
switch on, hit the start button and she fires up, and boy is 
this smooth. The new motor is double balanced which means 
it just purrs away.  
 
Gone is the speedo - now you get the digital dash on the 
bars. This does everything via a switch on the left hand end 
of the bars. You can quickly rotate through the various op-
tions, but can you read it on the road whilst picking flies out 
of ya teeth?!  



Well on the day I rode it yes. It was an overcast day, but the thing was easy to read and I am sure after a few miles it will become 
second nature, it’s just a bit weird first off. 
 
Knocking it into gear, the good ole clunk has gone and you now get the refined click as it goes into first gear. Heading out the  
experience continues. A click when changing gear, the motor just asks to be let free, and when you do, hold on to them bars, as boy 
does it really go.  
 
Heading around roundabouts and corners the bike feels really stable. The bike has a low seat height and should go down well with 
those with short legs. As for me at 6ft 2in I felt I was a bit cramped. I reckon a set of forward controls and I would have felt  
completely at home. 
 
This is a great bike. It delivers so much. Even my partner at 5ft 4in said how comfortable and light it felt whilst lifting off the side 

stand as well being able to plant both feet on the ground. 

Fat Bob 
WOW what a fun bike.  
 
OK to start off with the headlight was a bit of an oddity, but 
it has grown on me and fits in the boldness of the bike. The 
big silencers, big tyres - everything about this is big and 
bold.  
 
OK, so it doesn’t look like a traditional Harley but what 
does it ride like ? For me the seating position felt just right, 
in fact everything felt right straight off, even with my 
height which was surprising. 
 
Out on the road this is a beast. Ride it hard, chuck it into 
corners, hard out, the power just delivers acceleration. Yes 
if you are not careful it will spit the back end out a touch, but that’s half the fun for me.  
Despite the big tyres the bike feels agile and stable. It goes where you point it and that 
headlight does a dam good job of keeping the turbulence at bay. 
 
I am not sure about the EU compliant number plate position. The good news is that the side 
mount kit that is used in the States will be available in the UK. 
 
That aside this is a fun bike that delivers a massive smile if you ride it like a hooligan. Not 
sure I would want to tour on it though, but for a fun bike ………. Can I have one please. 
 
More in the December newsletter………… 
 

Mugsy - Fenlanders Road Captain 



 

Blast from the  
Fenlanders Past ! 
 

Copdock Bike Show 
October 2007 
courtesy of our  
Historian 
 

The 16th Copdock Show proved to be the biggest and best yet. The event has always been a mecca for keen motorcyclists across East Anglia and beyond. Gone are 
the days of trapesing around a muddy field and the nightmares that go with it. For the last few years the show has been based at the Suffolk showground, just  
outside Ipswich. In terms of quality and quantity, the 2007 show has to have been the best yet – congratulations to everyone at the Copdock Classic Motorcycle 
Club for all their hard work in organising and managing such a great event. 
 
Although Fenlanders have always been regular visitors to the show, on this occasion we has a ‘Club Stand’ which attracted much interest and gained us two new 
members. Something we will repeat next year, if invited to do so. Well done and thankyou to everyone who helped us to have one of the best stands at the show. 
 
The crowning glory was that two Chapter Members, Sean and Michel, entered their bikes and won 1st and 2nd prizes respectively in the Best Factory Custom  
section. 



  

         



  

         



  

            

 

 

27th - 30th APRIL 2018 



 

Coming soon a range of new Chapter and HOG merchandise to complement our existing accessories and which 

will be available to purchase from Ali.  

HOG Motorhead keyring 

£8.50 each 

HOG Motorhead Baseball cap 

£15.00 each 

HOG Motorhead antique nickel pin  

£7.50 each 

Enamelled Chapter pins will also be  

available featuring the new and the heritage 

HOG logos. 

All merchandise items will be available to purchase at the Rally. For a full list of current merchandise see the 

cabinet in the shop or email Ali.   

Please contact Ali to place your order 

loh.ali@fenlandershog.co.uk ready for the new stock  

arriving or if you need new rockers or patches.  

mailto:loh.ali@fenlandershog.com
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