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Fenlanders Editors Preamble
Christmas decorations packed away, New Year celebrations over, the shortest day now behind us. Time to look forward to
2016 and plan what we are going to do. Those going to the Cider Rally will have booked already. Plans for the Chapter ride to
St. Tropez are well underway. Registration for Thunder in the Glens opened on 3rd January, and there were over 600
registration in the first day!
Garry has mentioned in his write up the planned Chapter events for this year, and this edition of the newsletter features the
first draft of the Chapter calendar for 2016.
To assist folks in planning what else to do, I have pulled together details of other rallies below:
13 - 16 May; Iron Horse Rally
3 - 6 June; Ireland Bikefest
3 - 6 June; The Gathering
17 - 19 June; Hogs in the Hayfields
7 - 10 July; Wake the Lakes
8 - 9 July; Hog the Humber
22 - 24 July; Dragon Fever
5 - 8 August; Hog ‘n’ Bog
12 - 14 August; South of England Rally
19 - 21 August; Sherwood Rally
26 - 29 August; Thunder in the Glens
9 - 11 September; Circus Maximus
So, plenty to choose from. All we need now is some fine weather to go with it. And if you are planning travelling
further afield, e.g. to the USA, Harley Davidson announced in December that HOG members worldwide will now
get free admission to the HD museum in Milwaukee. Worth going just for that ?
Apart from that, get your tickets for the Winter Ball, and see you there.
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From the Directors chair

Happy New Year everybody.
We are now in our 25th year as a chapter, with a strong and ever increasing membership. We run one of the best attended go to
Rallys on the calendar and have a fantastic amount of rides planned to suit everyone.
Coming up on 20th Feb is one of our best Chapter events. The Winter Ball. This is terrific night and a good launch pad for newer
members to come and get yourselves into the chapter in a non riding environment. As such we do encourage all members to
support this event.
More good news is that we have passed the shortest day and Spring is just around the corner.
I’m taking Garry to Brighton for the HOG UK Chapter Directors meeting later in the month and we will hold our end up as always
at this annual meeting. (Providing I don’t give him tequila) 
So on this most positive of times I conclude that all is good and 2016 is
going to be a great year to be one of the Fenlanders !

Neily B.

Southern Area Christmas Party
Cameo Hotel, Copdock - 19th December

News from Newmarket HD
Hi All,
Great to see so many today at the Crown (despite the poor weather) for our first meeting
of 2016. There will be lot’s happening during the year, so there are plenty of opportunities
to get out on the road. But you don’t have to wait until then to spend time with fellow
members as the Winter Ball is up next (tickets still available from Ali).
For a kick of event we are planning a Chapter Challenge Mileage Registration day at
Newmarket, where we will have a Chapter Merchandise Stall and Food/Drinks etc. This
will be on Saturday 27th February and don’t forget if you were in last year’s challenge, you’re winter mileage will count.
Newmarket H-D will again be putting up a free service to the value of £500 as top prize to the chapter member who covers
the most mileage on their H-D.
Some great rides planned including an Easter Egg Run, Rougham Air Show, Bruntingthorpe for a full Chapter photo shoot,
two Joint Rides with Iceni HOG, two Poker runs, plus the return of a favourite destination on the main ride at the East of
England Rally. There will be one regional ride per month and one full chapter ride per month, check out the Google Calendar
here http://www.fenlandershog.co.uk/events/
Shop events will include a Dark Custom Show, Spring Ready to Ride evening (arranged by our very own Ricardo), our 20 th
Birthday Party, New Model launches, Harleyween and Santa. So, loads happening…. We have put together a draft schedule,
most dates to be confirmed but you’ll get a rough idea of what we have planned, check it out here http://www.lindhd.co.uk/
pages/newmarket/news-and-events/2016-draft-events-schedule.htm
Don’t forget if you want to take advantage of our 20% Discount in the Workshop Labour Rate, you’ll need to be quick as the
diary is filling up very quickly, more details of the offer here http://www.lindhd.co.uk/pages/service-offers/service-offer.htm
And, if you’re thinking of upgrading to a 110cu but are unsure, we are please to announce we now have a Monster Fat Bob
with a 110 Conversion fitted, simple call Andy or Dave on our Service Counter to arrange a gobsmacking test ride 
Massive thank you to Dick for helping with the 2015 Accounts, the job of Treasurer is far easier with two heads rather than
one (I use the calculator and Dick double checks it on the Abacus J). So much so, that the Year End Accounts are all
complete, have been reported to HOG UK and we have started afresh for 2016. Note: A copy of the year end Accounts and
Report are available on the website under the members section and Dick and I are more than happy to answer any
questions you may have.

News from Newmarket HD
Finally, we are upgrading the HOG Lounge, having
had it extended and painted out, we will be fitting
a large screen TV, new drinks/snacks machines,
and are looking for some sofa’s etc. Plus and
additional smaller TV for photos/ad’s etc. (so if
you would like to see your pictures up, email them
over to me).
We’re also hoping to have the full range of Chapter
Merchandise examples on display, which can be
bought on event days as we are planning to have
a Chapter Stall at each (plus you can contact Ali
anytime to order)
Ride Safe

Garry
07434 700779
garry@newmarketharley.co.uk

News from Newmarket HD

Happy New Year
Well 2016 has finally arrived, the chapter and shop are going strength to strength. We now over 300 members which is
absolutely great news. The shop is getting busier and we are planning new and exciting events for the new-year.
A little taster I am currently planning with Amanda an event at Duxford, and also I will be revealing a Ladies of Harley
evening event which is going to take place at the shop. Gentlemen are invited but will tell you more when I have fixed a
date!?
The new website is now up and running and isn’t it superb, welcome to 21st century you guys, thanks to Terry making it
really interactive and up to date!
In February we shall be doing our mileage event. This will take place on the 27th this year. Remember your winter mileage
counts so this will add to the total and individual totals.
A new HOG lounge is being created at the shop, bigger, better, and comfier. Check it out next time you are in. Garry has
splashed out. All I can say for a Yorkshire man - it must of hurt his wallet, bless him.
That’s about it for now here is looking forward to great year and supporting a great chapter. Lets be the best in the UK we
can do it.

Ricardo
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CHRISTMAS LEFTOVERS

Blast from the
Fenlanders Past !
[from 2000]

courtesy of our
Historian

Blast from the
Fenlanders Past !
[from 2000]

courtesy of our
Historian

NEW YEAR - OLD JOKES ?

Have Harley - Will Travel
An American Adventure Blog by Lindz & Woz

Aug
14

Take it easy…...
Our ride to Flagstaff

Our stay at El Rancho was fantastic; great hotel, good food, lovely people and memories to last a
lifetime. Conveniently Woz had managed to fashion a trailer for the T-shirt mountain out of a baggage
cart but we were less than speedy with our departure,
deciding to return to the hotel once packed to browse the
vast array of movie star photos and autographs. There
were film stills from several movies staring all those
actors that we remember from when we were children
watching the Saturday morning western before the
wrestling and football came on the telly.
We stopped for fuel and then headed along a small
section of the hallowed ’66’ before joining the i40
westbound leaving New Mexico for Arizona and our first
stop of the day, the Petrified Forest and Painted Desert
national park. It was an amazing place, incredible
rock formations with astonishing colours followed
by huge deposits of fossilised trees; sections of
tree trunk lay where they had fallen, covered with
silt and mud, they then turned to stone and after
erosion were then exposed again.
Our ride took in prehistoric petroglyphs scored into
rocks, a bridge made from a fossilised tree and
vast open views of geological marvels. Our route
took us through the park where we joined another
highway which took us back to i40.
We continued on and then rode into another of our
‘tick-list’ destinations….Winslow, We stood on the
corner………
We bought a fridge magnet and Lindz got in the
flat bed Ford!

Have Harley - Will Travel
Then we had lunch at Dars Diner with 1950’s bench seats and some cool wall art. We still had 80 odd miles to cover to Flagstaff so we got going
again only too see huge thunder heads appearing on the horizon. Lesson learned from yesterday we rode until we found a rest area and then
waited out the circling storm, which gave rain but never came close enough to bother us. Nonetheless, we had no desire to repeat the previous
day’s ‘excitement’ so we spent a while chatting with folks and letting the clouds roll away.
Back on the road, it took less than 40 minutes to get to Flagstaff and Lindz’s sister and her partner Eric’s home. We are here for a few days
enjoying a well earned rest at 3580 miles, it’s time to chill out and relax before we start our next part of the journey; we have seen blue jays,
hummingbirds and chipmunks. We’ve drunk beer and we are staying in the coolest corral of vintage airstream trailers on Eric’s land. You will not
be spared news and updates though!

Aug
18

Back on the road
and its HOT

Our time in Flagstaff was fantastic, relaxing and so needed after 3580 miles on the road. We ate, slept and
made the most of a variety of beers! Lindz’s sister and her partner have an idyllic home with antique
Airstream trailers in a beautiful setting amongst the ponderosa pine trees. Lots of wild birds visit everyday
including hummingbirds and nuthatches, woodpeckers and blue jays and lots of little birds whose names
we didn’t know.
Our first day was spent mostly relaxing, we didn’t do much at all; Woz went shooting at tin cans and
drinking beer, Lindz did laundry and shopping. We all drank beer . The following day Lindz’s sister drove us
to Sedona; a stunning town at the base of the red mountains that surround it; we walked, did some
shopping and had coffee. We popped into the Grand Canyon (Sedona) HD store. It was 97 degrees
….phew Sedona lies approximately 2500 feet below Flagstaff so our return to cooler air was much
appreciated. The following day we all headed to the Grand Canyon taking a picnic with us. Totally
awesome! The photos do not (and cannot) described the sheer vastness, the depth and the incredible
vision that is this natural wonder.

Have Harley - Will Travel
We were speechless; the magnificence of the geology, the views that seemed to go on forever. We had parked away from the main tourist traps
and Eric (Lindz’s sister Ailsa’s partner) knew of a particularly stunning a point to where we walked. The photo doesn’t do it justice; a head of
rock accessed via a seven foot wide path with a mile drop all round and we were virtually out in the air.
After our picnic we drove through the park stopping at various views and places of interest. As we
left the park we were treated to the beautiful site of a family of elk; mothers with their babies and
the heavily antlered stag keeping watch; they walked all around the car and moved on. A totally
stunning and completely unforgettable day.
We spent the last day relaxing, shopping, eating and drinking and sorting out the T-shirt mountain
(which is being posted back to Seattle) before packing the bags and heading out for happy hour
Margarita time followed by dinner and then we headed to a local and very ‘off the beaten track’
tavern where we ordered a pitcher of beer and watched the boys go hunting on a computer game.
We were sad to leave our little part of paradise; we had slept so well and relaxed completely but it
had all helped to prepare us for the next part of our journey.

Aug
20

The heat is on..
Las Vegas style

Keeping cool was the order of the ride to Las Vegas. We departed Flagstaff after a leisurely pack, finding all
sorts of tasks that needed doing so as to delay our departure such was the chill out effect of our few days
here. We really did enjoy our stay with even the Seattle Wasp being treated to a Harley Hacienda during our
stay. But leave we had to;
Our ride was predominantly along parts of Route 66 with a couple of dealerships added in as well as stops at a
couple of interesting places. Seligman was a town lost in time with old fashioned motels, stores selling
souvenirs and a number of bars and roadside diners all tipping their hats to the famous road. Having had a
good breakfast we didn’t need lunch, it was too hot anyway with each 1000 foot drop in altitude increasing the
temperature by ten degrees. We stayed hydrated, broke out the hydration vests and kept drinking water.
We arrived in the Las Vegas suburbs at rush hour, the traffic a huge shock to our systems as two lane roads
became five lane highways with vehicles coming at us from all directions; we left the interstate early and
continued on less complicated roads, the satnav coming into action, using it to guide us in. We arrived at our
hotel and parked, it was 7pm and oh boy was it hot! The bike was hot, we were hot and the car park was hot.
We checked in and to be completely honest, we had our bags delivered (our room was on the 24th floor!).
This was our one huge (as if the trip itself hadn’t had us saving hard for a long time) indulgence. We cashed
in all of our bonus points with an online travel booking website and managed lake view rooms at that iconic of
all Las Vegas hotels – The Bellagio.

Have Harley - Will Travel
We were also joined by Lindz’s sister Ailsa and her partner Eric so that we could make the
most of spending time together. It is a stunningly beautiful hotel, it’s huge reception floral
display an under the sea theme only slightly eclipsed by the hand blown glass ‘blooms’
suspended from the ceiling of the lobby. Our room was exceptionally plush, a view over
the lake affording us ring side seats for the fountain displays as well as his and hers robes,
slippers and armchairs from where we could watch the world go by below us.
Having showered, unpacked, relaxed
and eaten (and had a few beers) we
headed out onto ‘The Strip’ where
even at 9pm the heat was stifling. We
didn’t make it too late a night as there
was so much to pack into the next day
but we did make it the HD cafe,
watched the street entertainers, tried
not to get caught up in the late night
party crowds, we returned to the hotel
and watched the fountains and they
were beautiful. Tuesday morning we
headed out for breakfast, the heat
already rising rapidly.
After eating we decided to visit some
of the other famous hotels starting
with The Venetian. This hotel receives
our award for most stunning interior
design with its replicated streets lined
with high class designers stores,
cleverly created statuary, window
boxes with trailing flowers and a canal
complete with operatic gondoliers
punting paying tourists under bridges
spanning each of the ‘streets’ and all
of this built inside the hotel complex
with curved ceilings, painted to resemble the sky, it’s fluffy (and very cleverly painted)
clouds, seeming to move as you walked. We will never forget it or the ‘living statues’ who
stood so silently, only to move and scare the bejesus out of any unsuspecting passer by!

Have Harley - Will Travel
From there we continued outside in the now crazy heat to Treasure Island with its
galleons flanking the entrance and where Woz had a flutter on a one armed bandit
and came away $1.20 better off (last of the big spenders our Woz).
Our walk took us back outside where we hugged walls and tried to keep in the
shade, the midday sun scorching and walked onward until we arrived at Caesars
Palace, another unbelievable and cleverly designed interior street scene complete
with indoor aquarium and replicated Trevi Fountain surround by more designer
stores and ‘pavement’ restaurants.
We headed back to our hotel, grabbed a light lunch and remained indoors
escaping the 112degree heat . You may recall our meeting with friends in South
Dakota when we went to Sturgis, well
Don’s two younger sons Donny and
John were in Las Vegas (where they
live) with their Mum Loann (who
would normally be with her husband
Don in Salt Lake City but who wished
to be able to also see us while in the
U.S.) whom we also know very well
and who collected all four of us from
the hotel and drove us to her house
for dinner where we had a lovely
evening with friends, sitting around
a family dining table, chatting and
catching up with news and sharing
stories.
Loann then drove us back later giving
us a final night time look at the neon
lit Strip, hotels and glitzy clubs. Back
in our room, Ailsa and Eric joined us
for a final beer and to say our
goodbyes while we watched the
illuminated fountains dance their way
across the lake.

Have Harley - Will Travel

It’s a fabulous city but for us country folk, a couple of days is plenty (we would have loved to
stay longer at our hotel though!) so this morning having packed last night, we were checked
out by 7am and shortly afterwards we had loaded the bike and set off, the heat unbelievable
for so early in the day. Our first stop was for fuel and then we were on i15 heading south.
We crossed into California at 8.30 and shortly afterwards pulled over at Baker for
breakfast at Denny’s. Suitably refreshed we put on our wet bandanas and as we rode out of
town saw the temperature was already over 100. We gradually descended again, 4,000ft
down to 3,000 with the heat increasing. We stopped again for fuel at Calico Ghost Town
where we broke out the hydration vests and set off
again then turning onto highway 58 and our
challenge of the day, the Mojave desert.

The sky took on a brassy colour with smog
hanging in the valleys, Joshua trees poking their
arms towards the sun and the relentless heat
making the road shimmer in the distance. This is a
desolate place, the town of Barstow like something that had died but no one had told it; derelict
farmsteads, tumble down roadside motels, wrecked trucks and still people living in between, some
in barely standing properties, others in surprisingly plush housing. At one point we passed a hand
painted sign warning passers by that uranium was killing everyone and then we saw it, the sign for
Hinkley and it all made sense.
Remember the film Erin Brockovich? This was the
place. There was even another sign stating that
PG&E were still causing problems, no wonder people left, this really did look like a ghost
town.
We were surrounded on all sides by desert, sand and far distant mountains. We pulled in at a
town called Four Corners at the junction of highway 58 and 395, stopping at a Chevron petrol
station where we bought three litres of ice cold water, re-soaked our hydration vests and
bandanas, soaked our T-shirts and refilled the water carrier. It was HOT. But the cooling
effects of the vests and our other preparations as well as sipping constantly meant that our
arrival at 1.30 in Mojave saw us fresh and untroubled by the heat. We checked into our hotel,
changed into shorts and dry T-shirts and headed out for some lunch. Later we cooled off in
the swimming pool, partially shaded from the 105 degree heat. We’ll head for dinner shortly
having had a good chill out watching weird American TV programmes. More Mojave desert
tomorrow and then we will ascend the lower levels of the Sierra Nevada mountain range
before our descent towards the Pacific Ocean.

NEW YEAR - OLD JOKES ?

2016 Draft Fenlanders Chapter Calendar Month

Date

Day of week

(v1.0 issued Nov15) N.B. PLEASE CHECK GOOGLE CALENDAR FOR FINAL DETAILS

O/C/M Event/Ride Title

Meet at

Time

Destination

Road Captain

Jan
Jan
Jan

3
21
29

Sunday
Thursday
Friday

M
O
O

Club Meet
Central Social Night
Norfolk Social Night

The Crown, Mundford
The Crown, Mundford
TBC

12noon
7.30pm

n/a
The Crown, Mundford

n/a
n/a
NS

Feb
Feb
Feb
Feb

7
18
26
27

Sunday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

M
O
O
O

Club Meet
Social Night
Norfolk Social Night
Chapter Mileage challenge Day

The Crown, Mundford
The Crown, Mundford
TBC
Newmarket

12noon
7.30pm

n/a
The Crown, Mundford

n/a
n/a
NS

9am - 4pm

Regional ride-in's??

12noon

n/a

n/a

7.30pm

The Crown, Mundford

n/a

Mar
Mar

5
6

Saturday
Sunday

Mar
Mar
Mar

12
13
17

Saturday
Sunday
Thursday

Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar

Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr

M

Dark Custom Show MY Launch
O

19 Saturday
20 Sunday
25 BH Friday
26 Saturday
27 Sunday
28 BH Monday

2
3
9
10

Saturday
Sunday
Saturday
Sunday

17

Sunday

21
23
24
30

Thursday
Saturday
Sunday
Saturday

Dark Custom Show MY Launch
Club Meet

Central Social Night

*** date liable to
change"""
The Crown, Mundford
*** date liable to
change"""

Dark Custom Show MY Launch

The Crown, Mundford
*** date liable to
change"""

Dark Custom Show MY Launch

*** date liable to
change"""

O
M

Welcome Ride (new members)
Club Meet

M
C
C
O

Main Full Club Ride
Cam's Regional Ride
Norfolk Regional Ride
Central Social Night

M

Suffolk Regional Ride
St Tropez trip

10.30 for 11.00 Round
12noon
n/a

Woz, John, Mugsy,
Chewy
n/a

TBC
TBC
The Crown, Mundford

TBC
TBC
7.30pm

TBC
TBC
The Crown, Mundford

Neil S, Jown, Chewy
Woz, Mugsy
Neil, John
n/a

TBC

TBC

TBC

Chewy

Newmarket
The Crown, Mundford

Note: this will be a FREE AND OPEN EVENT

28 APRIL - 1 MAY

COMING UP
NEXT YEAR

Fenlanders HOG members
get your members only form
on the website or ask Ali for details

EUROPEAN BIKE WEEK
FAAK am SEE
6 - 11 SEPTEMBER 2016

COMING UP
NEXT YEAR

COMING UP
NEXT YEAR

RALLY

5, 6, 7 AUGUST
2016

STANDING ON THE CHAIR
AT THE JANUARY MEETING

MEMBERSHIP OFFICER

ADRIAN RUTTERFORD

Ali Crane

membership@fenlandershog.co.uk
07899 700706

Coming soon a range of new Chapter and HOG merchandise to complement our existing accessories and which
will be available to purchase from Ali.
HOG Motorhead Baseball cap
£15.00 each
HOG Motorhead keyring
£8.50 each

HOG Motorhead antique nickel pin
£7.50 each

Enamelled Chapter pins will also be
available featuring the new and the heritage
HOG logos.

Please contact Ali to place your order
loh.ali@fenlandershog.co.uk ready for the new stock
arriving or if you need new rockers or patches.
All merchandise items will be available to purchase at the Rally. For a full list of current merchandise see the
cabinet in the shop or email Ali.

THE LAST WORD

I think my V Twin
fell off in
Tuscany

