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Fenlanders Editors Preamble
My bit this month is just a reminder of three events coming up, which you
need to be booking for NOW.
The first is the Fenlanders 2017 Winter Ball, as on the left. Booking forms are
available on the website and need to be with Ali by 5th February.
The second is Peter Loughs battlefield tour, as mentioned in Garrys Dealer
Principal & Treasurer piece. For those newer members who do not know, Peter
is a past Road Captain and Fenlanders Director, and has arranged these tours
many times. A write up of is 2006 tour by Dave Wonfer, former Fenlanders
webmaster is in the ‘Blast from the Past’ section this month to perhaps whet
your appetite.
This years tour is in June. Contact Peter’s at peter.lough@outlook.com
Lastly there is the Fenlanders Chapter Ride NC500, a two week road trip
Depart Saturday 5th August – Gretna Green, Travelodge
6th August –Inverness, Premier Inn
7th to 13th August – 8 day tour with rest day mid-week
Nights of 7th to 13th either camping or budget rooms
14th /15th August – arrive Inverness; two night stay in Premier Inn or similar
16th – depart for home with overnight stop in Premier Inn or similar
Friday 18th August – arrive home.
The cut off date for registering is 30th January 2017.
Please email rc.woz@fenlandershog.co.uk

Ride Safe
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From the Directors chair
HAPPY NEW YEAR ! Here's to a great 2017 !
The Chinese year of The Fenlander - a once little known noisy creature who's native habitat covered three or four counties in East Anglia. It
tends to be more active in the warmer months and during the summer can become almost nocturnal . Over the last 25 years they have
become very prolific throughout the UK and Europe, with further sightings often made in North America and more temperate parts of the
planet.
In the U.K. the Fenlanders appear to swarm and temporarily migrate to other towns and cities where they congregate at weekends with other
very similar species, before always returning to their starting point. Once a year (always on the last full weekend of July) they and other
swarms congregate from Thursday to Sunday, creating a mega swarm at a town called Fakenham in Norfolk. Here they are observed
becoming more noisy during the day and, as daylight fades, perform ritualistic dances which are believed to communicate the route they will
all take the next day, as they simultaneously leave their temporary home and take over other towns and villages.
Their diet also seems to change during these long weekend gatherings to copious quantities of fluids that makes them very sociable before
eventually making them drowsy. They also enjoy many choices of fast food on occasion.
No one fully understands the reason for this migration and swarming behaviour, but now after a quarter of a century it is understood to be
purely for pleasure purposes and to congregate and share fun and laughter and renew social bonds with the visiting swarms.
This year the Fenlanders 25th East of England Swarming will take place from the morning of Thursday 27th July until Sunday 30th July. You
can buy tickets now on the Fenlanders own website to witness and be part of this fantastic wonder of the natural world.
January sees the hive leaders (known as Directors) meeting in Newcastle for two days to discuss the year ahead, promote other activities and
membership benefits etc.
This year I am giving a presentation on the perennial and enduring success of Fenlanders, most of which can be attributed to experience,
common sense, planning, hard work, and most of all teamwork and total member commitment to volunteer and a
great welcoming and sociable interaction with our thousands of guests. We will report on our return.
Don't forget to buy your tickets for a fantastic Dinner Dance at the Fenlanders Winter Ball.
Take care of yourselves and each other.

Neily B

Christmas Party @ Copdock

Christmas Party @ Copdock

Dealer Principal & Treasurers Report
Hi All, and welcome to 2017 and what will be a busy year. We have a packed ride out and events schedule, plus a rally which celebrates its 25th
year and lots of dealership events too (see the events schedule at the back of this newsletter) or scroll through the google calendar on the
website to see what is coming up. With everything from local rides to European runs and monthly Welcome rides, plus specific visits to various
places of interest, I hope we will have something of interest for you, and I’d like to thank the Road Crew for all their hard work in the early
planning for the season
One ride to book early is Peter’s Battlefield Tour. In June Peter Lough will be taking a Battlefield Tour through France. If you are interested in
this please contact Peter as soon as possible as he needs to finalise the hotel bookings - they get booked very early. Peter’s email is
peter.lough@outlook.com and you can see the full schedule on our Facebook site or the Bulletin Board.
Accounts wise, we are in a good position. At the year-end (31st December) we had £26,862.73p in the account, plus we also have the £4,250
Charity monies which have been allocated to East Anglia Air Ambulance. Don’t forget that this year we are carrying on collecting until the start
of the 25th Rally so we can make a sizeable donation to the Air Ambulance. Early ticket sales for the 25th Rally are going very well and with
SOFER being cancelled it is looking highly likely we will see our biggest ever rally attendance.
From a shop point of view we have a busy schedule for the year, again. See ’Upcoming Events’ in this newsletter for our listing. There will be a
Custom Show in March, the Birthday in April, a couple of Poker Runs and Model Launches etc, plus we will be attending even more local bike
shows than last year so don’t forget to stop by and see us on your travels.
One thing I would really recommend, and that is to get your service slot booked as soon as possible. Our workshop hasn’t stopped over the
winter and we are beginning to see the diary spaces fill up. I really want to make sure that our chapter members are able to get a slot at a
time that suits, so please call David or Andy on 01638 664455 to reserve your space. We’re taking bookings from 1st week of February right
through to the end of March now.
For those who haven’t rode the Milwaukee Eight Tourer we have a couple of demo’s available and you are more than welcome to come along
and take an extended run on one. The difference is an increased mid-range, smoother gearbox and improved suspension, all of which will only
become evident when you ride it, give Richard a call to sort a ride. We have a couple of 2016 models left to clear including two S Models
(110cu) so if you are looking for a deal, again, give Richard a call but be quick as we only have a couple… when they’re gone!
Finally, as always, if I can do anything to make your Chapter or Dealership experience better, don’t hesitate to call
or better still see me at the shop, on rides or at events, see you all out there!
Ride Safe,

Garry

07434 700779 garry@newmarketharley.co.uk

News from Newmarket HD
Well we are here 2017 has come and what a great year ahead of us. What with
the 25th rally and new events planned it should be a bumper year.
The Chapter Challenge Mileage Competition starts afresh this year and end
mileages will go on to your total for this year. We were up by some 20,000 miles
in 2016 from 2015. I’m sure we can reach over 200,000 in our anniversary year
and have some fun doing it.
Shop news and we have some stunning offers on the last couple of 2016 model
year bikes, including one CVO, a Slims S, and both 2016 BOTK bikes, with these
reduced some £2,000 of list!
Don’t forget we have the largest stock of New and Used Bikes in the UK so if you are looking for a new ride this year then
we are your only point of call. Please contact me or the sales team for you requirements. Likewise we are looking also to buy
quality preowned bikes, so if you are thinking of just selling then contact Mike for a price.
Finally, the battle of the kings voting hub is now open. Please vote for one of ours using the links below.
That’s about it for now folks apart from to wish you
all a Happy and prosperous New Year, and any
ideas please drop me a line on
richard@newmarketharley.co.uk
Shiny side up

Ricardo

Newmarket: https://customkings.harley-davidson.com/en_GB?cid=&bid=167

Norwich: https://customkings.harley-davidson.com/en_GB?cid=&bid=168
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2017 DRAFT Schedule

Welcome Ride

Dealer Event

Joint Ride

NOTE: PLEASE CHECK THE EVENTS LISTING ON THE FRONT PAGE AND GOOGLE CALENDAR ON WEBSITE FOR FINAL DETAILS OF ALL RIDES & ACTIVITIES
Month Date Day of week

O/C Event

Meet at

Time

RC

Contact

Jan

19 Thursday

C

Fenlanders Social Night

The Crown, Mundford

7pm

n/a

Neil Billig 07769 755255

Feb
Feb
Feb

5 Sunday
16 Thursday
25 Saturday

C
C
O

Monthly Meeting @ Mundford
Fenlanders Social Night
Chapter Mileage Start Event

The Crown, Mundford
The Crown, Mundford
Newmarket H-D

11.30am
7pm
10.00 - 16.00

n/a
n/a
n/a

Neil Billig 07769 755255
Neil Billig 07769 755255
Richard Stevens 07889 771555

Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar

4
11
12
12
16
18
19
25
25
26

Saturday
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Thursday
Saturday
Sunday
Saturday
Saturday
Sunday

C
O
C
C
C
O

Winter Ball - details on website
DC Show Newmarket or Norwich
Monthly Meeting @ Mundford
Monthly Meet Ride Out
Fenlanders Social Night
DC Show Newmarket or Norwich

Marriott Huntingdon
Newmarket H-D
The Crown, Mundford
The Crown, Mundford
The Crown, Mundford
Newmarket H-D

18.00 - 23.30
10.00-16.00
11.30am
1.30pm
7pm
10.00-16.00

n/a
n/a
n/a
John
n/a
n/a

Neil Billig 07769 755255
Garry Knowles 07434 700779
Neil Billig 07769 755255
John 07974 423585 helper Graham
Neil Billig 07769 755255
Garry Knowles 07434 700779

O
C

DC Show Newmarket or Norwich
Season Start Refresher Ride

Newmarket H-D
Newmarket H-D

10.00-16.00
11.00am

n/a
All RC's

Garry Knowles 07434 700779
Woz 07454 953812

Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr
Apr

1
2
2
8
9
14
15
16
17
20

Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Saturday
Sunday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Thursday

C
C
O

Monthly Meeting @ Mundford
Monthly Meet Ride Out
Newmarket Birthday Party

The Crown, Mundford
The Crown, Mundford
Newmarket H-D

11.30am
1.30pm
10.00-16.00

n/a
Woz
n/a

Neil Billig 07769 755255
Woz 07454 953812
Garry Knowles 07434 700779

BH

Good Friday

BH
C

Easter Monday
Fenlanders Social Night

The Crown, Mundford

7pm

n/a

Neil Billig 07769 755255

C

Joint Chapter Ride - Fenlanders to arrange

TBC

Woz

Woz 07454 953812

C

Welcome Ride

11.00am

All RC's

Mugsy 07776 143366

Apr
Apr
Apr

22 Saturday
23 Sunday
29 Saturday

Apr

30 Sunday

Newmarket H-D

Y

TH
9
M

O
GS

B

KIN
O
O

PE

RO
F
N

J

AR
U
N
A

STANDING ON THE CHAIR
AT THE JANUARY MEETING

Gabe Baker

Terry Kayser

MEMBERSHIP OFFICER
Ali Crane

membership@fenlandershog.co.uk

Coming soon a range of new Chapter and HOG merchandise to complement our existing accessories and which
will be available to purchase from Ali.
HOG Motorhead Baseball cap
£15.00 each
HOG Motorhead keyring
£8.50 each

HOG Motorhead antique nickel pin
£7.50 each

Enamelled Chapter pins will also be
available featuring the new and the heritage
HOG logos.

Please contact Ali to place your order
loh.ali@fenlandershog.co.uk ready for the new stock
arriving or if you need new rockers or patches.
All merchandise items will be available to purchase at the Rally. For a full list of current merchandise see the
cabinet in the shop or email Ali.

THE LAST WORD
Neily B
enjoying
some
Bikini Bottom

